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Welcome  
to Arc!
We are a creative arts organisation 
based in Stockport, Manchester, 
specialising in workshops, wellbeing 
and community development.

Our public workshop and exhibition 
programmes are open to everyone 
and take place at our centre in 
Reddish. It is a uniquely vibrant 
and inclusive arts centre, housing 
a gallery, shop, refreshments 
and studios where everyone 
is able to feel welcome.

Through our Arts for Wellbeing 
programmes, we offer vulnerable 
adults and young people 
opportunities to explore their 
creativity, improve confidence 
and resilience, connect with each 
other and learn new skills.

We work with exceptional artists and 
organisations to create inspiring  
experiences in which the arts are  
central, creating something of value  
wherever we go.

Find out more about each area  
of our work in this booklet.

Arc’s exhibition programme 
reflects our diversity and ever-
growing network of national and 
international artists.  
Artwork of the highest calibre 
and reputation is presented 
in our main and studio 
galleries, alongside that which 
emerges from our wellbeing 
programmes. 
So, whether it’s paintings 
by a celebrated artist, 
traditional textiles or home-
grown craft and design, we 
hope there’s something that 
will excite and inspire you.

Please visit our social media 
pages to see our archive of 
images of past events, or register 
for our mailing list via the 
website to receive up-to-date 
information about our programme 
of exhibitions and events. 

Our gallery and shop are open to 
the public weekdays 10:00 – 16:00 
and the last Saturday of every 
month 11:00 – 16:00. Arc is fully 
accessible and refreshments are 
available in our lovely gallery 
seating area during these times.

All information correct at time 
of going to press. E&OE



Ewa Konior ‘Presence’ 
Sat 29th April – Fri 16th June

A new collection of reflective 
portraits by award-winning painter 
Ewa Konior, whose work explores

“the essence of life and the  
quality of existence”.

Meet Ewa at the launch of her 
exhibition on the 29th of April.

Adventures in Design! 
Sat 24th June – Sat 26th Aug

Adventures in Design! is a  
centre-wide exhibition of ceramics, 
textiles, print and design, the 
culmination of 3 enterprise 
residencies with Tamzin Forster, Lydia 
Meiying and Pentimento Ceramics 
which have been developing a new 
generation of Arc designer-makers.

The exhibition features the launch 
of our new range of ‘Arcware’, which 
will then be available to buy from 
the Arc Gallery. For more information 
about the residencies, please visit 
our website - www.Arc-centre.org.

The exhibition launches on Saturday 
the 24th of June alongside a 
Midsummer Art Sale of work by some 
of the best local designer-makers 
connected with the organisation.

Exhibitions



Exhibitions Saturday Art Clubs

Indian Summer 
Fri 8th Sept – Fri 17th Nov

We celebrate the skill and artistry 
of the spectacular textile tradition 
of ‘Kantha’, with a huge display of 
intensely colourful embroideries 
handmade by women In Bengal.

The Art Bazaar 
Sat 25th Nov – Fri 22nd Dec

Our fabulously festive art 
sale, with a gallery full of 
original and affordable pieces 
handmade by local artists and 
craftspeople, presented alongside 
artwork produced at Arc. 

Decorations, gifts, cards, art – 
make your Christmas shopping 
local, ethical, creative and fun!

www.Arc-Centre.orgwww.Arc-Centre.org



Saturday  
Art Clubs
Apr – Dec 2017

Saturday Art Clubs

April 29th 

May 27th 

June 24th

July 29th

Aug 26th 

Sept 30th 
Oct 28th 

Nov 25th

All ages welcome on the 
last Saturday of every 
month 11:00 – 16:00 for  
Arc Saturday Art Club! 

We have lots of special activities 
planned this year, please visit 
our social media pages to keep 
updated. Saturday Art Club 
activities may include badge-
making, printmaking, collage, 

book-making, pebble painting 
or crafts such as Decopatch. 

Arc is fully accessible and has a 
lovely gallery seating area with 

refreshments available. 
Please feel free to bring 

your own lunch.

Come and get 
messy with us  

and we’ll tidy up!

£2 suggested donation 
to take part in arts activities

Visit our social 
media pages to 
keep updated 
with what’s on 
offer each month. 

Art Club Dates 
for 2017: 

facebook.com/ 
  ArcCentre
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Creative Workshops 
& Training

Spark your 
creativity, 
discover a 
new skill or 
reconnect with 
the pleasure 
of making - get 
inspired by our 
programme of 
creative workshops!

Portrait Painting 
Session
Fri 28th April 13:30 – 15:30 
*special price* £15.00

Inspired by the BBC’s ‘The Big 
Painting Challenge’? Join 
award-winning artist Ewa Konior 
for practical advice and assistance 
in painting a portrait. Exhibition 
tour, demo and workshop.

Introduction to  
Lino Printing
Wed 3rd May 18:30 – 20:30 
£20.00

Learn how to carve a simple 
but effective design into a 
block of linoleum with artist 
Lydia Meiying. Create colourful 
and decorative prints using 
this fun and hands on skill.

Introduction to  
Block Printing and 
Repeat Pattern 
Wed 10th May 18:30 – 20:30 
£20.00

Join artist Lydia Meiying and learn 
the basics of pattern design and 
block printing. Make a pattern tile 
to use to create a repeat pattern.



Creative Workshops

Product & Art 
Photography Surgery
Wed 10th May 18:30 – 20:30 
£10.00

Find out more about creative flat 
lay photography for social media 
such as Instagram and blog sites 
and get tips about how to simplify 
your photographic process in this 
hands-on session for creatives.

Freehand:  
Drawing Social
Thurs 11th May 18:30 – 20:30 
£7.50

‘Curate your collection’ - An 
observational drawing session based 
on collections of personal objects. 
Book online or pay on the day.

Photoshop  
Beginner’s Taster
Thurs 18th May 18:30 – 20:30 
£30.00

Learn the basics such as creating 
documents, resolution and image 
size, the work area, the tools palette, 
viewing images, basic adjustments 
and layers. Create a simple artwork 
using text and a photograph.

Print Your Own Scarf
Thurs 18th May 10:30 – 15:00
£50.00

Create a beautiful scarf to take 
home to wear or for a gift. Explore 
layered and colourful effects 
on fabric and learn about the 
qualities of disperse dyes.

Ceramic Birds
Four 2½ hour sessions on 
Thursday evenings 18:00 – 
20:30 on the 11th and 18th May 
and the 8th and 15th June
£100.00 for course

Create your own hand-built 
ceramic bird with Pentimento 
Ceramics and Print. 

Working from drawings or 
photographs you will be guided 
through the process of creating your 
own piece with support every step 
of the way, from construction to 
glazing. Finished pieces will be wood 
mounted to take home with you. 
This course is suitable for beginners 
and more experienced artists alike.
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Freehand:  
Drawing Social
Thurs 8th June 18:30 – 20:30 
£7.50

‘Blind drawing’ with Alison Waters 
- A fun session with several exercises 
to help loosen you up and give you a 
fresh outlook on what drawing really 
is! Book online or pay on the day.

Photoshop Day  
for Beginners
Fri 9th June 11:30 – 15:30 
£60.00

Learn the tools and features 
available in Adobe Photoshop in 
order to adjust and enhance images. 
Explore short, practical projects to 
further your understanding and skills.

Photo Coasters
Thurs 15th June 18:00 – 20:30 
£25.00

Create four unique hand-made stone 
tile coasters using photographs 
taken during the workshop. Some 
computer experience is essential.

Family Plaques Drop-In
Tues 30th May 11:00 – 15:00 
£5.00

Explore letterforms, stamps and 
textures to produce colourful 
tiles, wall plaques or ceramic 
nameplates. Ages 5+.



Creative Workshops

Have a go on a  
Potter’s Wheel
Sat 17th June  
10:30 – 12:30 or 13:00 – 15:00
£20.00

Inspired by ‘The Great Pottery 
Throw Down’? Have a go on 
a potter’s wheel! Watch a demo 
then have a go throwing a pot on a 
wheel with ceramicist Glynn Scott. 

All abilities welcome.

Creating Products 
From Your Artwork
Sat 17th June 10:30 – 15:00 
£60.00

If you are interested in using 
your artwork to create digital 
products such as greetings 
cards and promotional materials, 
this workshop aims to answer 
your questions and provide 
practical experience to do so.

Lino & Block Printed 
Tote Bags 
Tues 4th July 10:30 – 13:00 
£25.00

Decorate a tote bag for yourself 
or for a gift. Explore simple but 
striking fabric printing techniques 
to create repeat patterns. 

Freehand:  
Drawing Social
Thurs 6th July 18:30 – 20:30 
£7.50 book online or pay on the day

‘A drawing walk’ – Join us 
for creative ramble to Reddish 
Vale. Responding to and 
recording with pencil and pen 
what we see outdoors. 

Freehand:  
Drawing Social
Thurs 3rd Aug 18:30 – 20:30 
£7.50 book online or pay on the day

‘Industrial landscape’ - 
capture the urban landscape 
with Yvonne Noworyta.
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Reaching 
Out 

At Arc we aim to inspire through 
fantastic arts practice, with 
an ambitious programme of 
commissions, partnerships 
and exhibitions that include 
vulnerable people at every level.

We are always looking to increase 
the impact and reach of our 
work, recently collaborating with 
the Macclesfield Barnaby and 
SICK! Festivals. We work with 
the very best socially engaged 
artists to create new work with 
communities across the region.

If you would like to explore working 
with us then please contact 
jacqui@arc-centre.org

“ . . warm, friendly faces 
and a creative buzz!”

“ . . the start of something 
that Stockport can  
build on.”

“ . . an inspired project, 
combining fun and 
accessibility with a 
real community vibe. 
It encouraged people 
to think about what’s 
important to them.”

www.Arc-Centre.org



Arc believes that 
creativity opens up a 

world of confidence 
and self-expression 
for vulnerable 
young people. 

Young 
People’s 
Arc

Young People’s Arc

Young People’s Arc is a  
dynamic initiative reaching out to 
the most vulnerable young people, 
delivered in partnership with 
statutory and community agencies.

Each year YPA offers over 100 
young people aged 5 to 25 the 
chance to take a break from their 
everyday lives, be creative, have 
fun and meet others who share 
their experience. It is funded by 
BBC Children in Need and SMBC.

Find out more about our YPA 
projects and new pilot ‘ArtSpace’ 
on out blog. The pilot gives 
young people the opportunity to 
socialise, work with a professional 
artist, expand on their creative 
skills, develop ideas and exhibit 
their work in the Arc gallery.

www.
YoungPeoplesArc.wordpress.com

“Even though there is 
some structure, I like that 
I can interpret ideas in my 
own way”
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Facilities  
for Artists

Facilities for Artists

Arc Centre and Gallery is a light and 
airy creative community housed in 
a Victorian factory in Stockport.

Our spaces can now be booked 
at competitive rates for artists, 
makers and freelancers to use our 
facilities, which include a kiln and 
potter’s wheels, Mac suite and 
large tables in our main studio. 
Hold your workshop, develop your 
own projects, hold a small meeting 
– all in a creative workspace with 
free parking, lovely coffee and 
affordable snacks. Check our 
website for introductory offers or 
come down for visit to see how Arc 
could work for you, we are open 
weekdays from 10:00 until 16:00.



Wellbeing Programmes

Would you like to be more creative, 
gain confidence and feel more relaxed? 
Arc offers structured programmes of 
support, helping adults and young people 
experiencing mental health issues on a 
journey through recovery to wellbeing, 
confidence and independence.

With unrivalled experience in the 
development of high impact, bespoke 
support programmes, we include 
people who are in difficulty, vulnerable, 
excluded, ill, or isolated. We do this at 
our centre and in the wider community.

Arc’s Arts for Wellbeing courses take 
place in neighbourhoods across 
Stockport and at our centre in Reddish. 

All creative abilities are welcome and our 
courses are free of charge. To find out more 
about how you or a client can get involved, 
please contact referrals@arc-centre.org 
or visit arc-centre.org to read about each 
programme and download a referral form.

“It’s a life changing place!  
What happens here spills out  
into your whole world”      Arc participant

Arts for Wellbeing
unlocking creativity, transforming lives 

Wellbeing 
Programmes



Support 
our cause
All profits from exhibitions, 
commissions, events, trade and 
public workshops are used to 
further our charitable aims.

By donating your time or money 
to Arc, you are helping us to 
provide creative, confidence-
building opportunities for the 
most vulnerable adults and 
young people. Your donation 
really makes a difference.

Donate
A generous donation of...

could pay for a volunteer 
to support Arc for a day.  

A volunteer’s assistance is vital for 
the smooth running of the wellbeing 
programmes, in the centre and at 
other events. In all cases a volunteer’s 
involvement also helps them to benefit 
in some way, from getting out of the 
house and connecting with people 
to gaining practical experience.

could pay for a busy 
Arts Club or other arts 

event, providing fun and affordable 
arts experiences for local residents 
of any age. Your donation means we 
only ask for small contributions, but 
don›t have to charge for activities and 
exclude those who can’t afford it.

could pay for a 
Challenge Programme 

arts session for adults recovering 
from mental health issues.

could pay for a  
six-week bespoke 

artist-led project for vulnerable 
young people, such as those with 
mental health needs, those affected 
by substance misuse in the family, 
young carers, those who struggle 
to access mainstream education, 
adoption support and care leavers.

During 2015 - 16, 
Arc supported the 

creativity and wellbeing 
of 110 vulnerable 
young people via 
Young People’s Arc and 
102 vulnerable and 
isolated adults in 
priority neighbourhoods, 
offering them structured 
pathways following 
their projects.

£5

£20

£50

£500

www.Arc-Centre.org

Arts for Recovery in the 
Community is a registered charity 
and a limited company. 
Charity No. 1107607. Company No. 5288784 
Registered Address as shown right.

Donate by post 
Send a cheque (payable to Arts for 
Recovery in the Community) to: 

Arc, Unit 33, Vauxhall Works,  
Greg Street, Stockport SK5 7BR



Volunteer

We’re always looking for volunteers 
with great people skills who are 
enthusiastic and motivated.  If you’re 
looking to gain experience of working 
in community arts or arts and health 
or if you want to make a difference 
in the community by supporting a 
charity, then volunteering with Arc 
might be just right for you.

We have a large volunteer team who 
assist with all aspects of running our 
busy arts centre, such as supporting 
wellbeing programme sessions, 
running our Gallery Shop, marketing, 
setting up and running exhibitions, 
displays and events both at Arc and 
at other venues to help promote us 
and widen our audience.

Whether you’d like to volunteer with 
us regularly or occasionally please 
contact Amy on 0770 289 0830 
or amy@arc-centre.org for a 
chat or an application pack.

Shop handmade

Buying from our range of beautiful 
handmade crafts, original artwork, 
prints, cards and jewellery means 
you are contributing to Arc and 
helping us to continue our work. 
You are also supporting the careers 
of local and emerging artists and 
makers. Please visit the Gallery Shop 
at the centre to peruse our range 
of artist work and Arcware, such as 
affordable notebooks and cards.

Fundraise 

Whether you fancy organising an art 
challenge or you’re good at running, 
baking or sitting in a bathtub of 
beans, if you would like to arrange 
a fundraising event to benefit Arc, 
we would be hugely grateful! 
Without the kindness of others it 
would be much harder to provide 
the community programmes that 
we currently do – fundraising really 
makes a difference! Please visit
Arc-Centre.org/support-us 
if you’d like to offer us support 
by donating money, fundraising 
or through sponsorship.

Support our cause



Arc Centre & Gallery
Unit 33m Vauxhall  
Industrial Estate, 
Greg Street, Reddish, 
Stockport, SK5 7BR.

 t: 0161 480 7731 

 e: info@arc-centre.org

 w: Arc-centre.org

  facebook.com/ArcCentre

  @ArcStockport

 @ArcCentre

Arc Centre is less than 6 miles 
south east of Manchester and 
just 2 miles north of Stockport.

Free parking to the rear, 
Arc Centre and Gallery 
is fully accessible.

Visitor 
Information
Opening Times
10:00 – 16:00 Monday to Friday
11:00 – 16:00 last Saturday of 

each month except December.
Closed Bank Holidays and for

two weeks over Christmas.

On foot: Nearby landmarks are 
Reddish Morrisons, Reddish South 
Station (no daily services), Reddish Rd 
junction for Reddish Vale Country Park, 
Broadstone Mill, Houldsworth Mill and 
Houldsworth Square.

By car: Postcode: SK5 7BR Free parking 
at rear. Find us just off the B6167 Reddish 
Road in South Reddish, a 5-minute drive 
from M60 Junction 1 or the Portwood 
roundabout and a short drive from the A6 
Wellington Road North at Heaton Chapel.

By bus from: 
Stockport – 7 & 203 (Stagecoach) alight 
Greg St. or 329 (Stagecoach) alight 
Houldsworth Sq.
Manchester – 203 (Stagecoach) alight 
Greg Street or 42A (Stagecoach) alight 
Morrisons.
Didsbury and the Heatons – 42A 
(Stagecoach) alight Morrisons.
Ashton – 7 (Stagecoach) alight Greg St.

Find us

www.Arc-Centre.orgwww.Arc-Centre.org


